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1. What were the responsibilities of the gaon? 
As the head of the Yeshivah, the gaon organized the courts, appointed judges and community leaders, scribes, ritual slaughters, and other officials. He was authorized to dismiss any of those as he exercised the powerful weapon of ex-communication. 
2. Identify the two institutions with which the Babylonian Geonim (plural of gaon) competed and over which they eventually triumphed. 
The two institutions are Yeshiva of Sura and Yeshiva of Pumbedita. The exilarch held full authority as he nominated the academy heads who were regarded as spiritual leaders only.
3. Identify the two disputes that the gaon Saadiah ben Joseph was involved in?
In 920, Ben-Joseph was involved in a dispute with the head of the academy who Court Bankers supported; we note that the exilarch Ukba was then expelled by the Caliph to Kairouan in Tunisia. 
In 931, a power struggle develops between Saadiah Goan and the exilarch who appointed him; the exilarch appointed someone else as the head of the Sura academy (Laker, 1990). Ben Saadiah appoints the adversary brother as the exilarch. This year, Saadiah is forced to go into hiding for four years and write his major philosophical works.
4. In what major point do Karaite Jews disagree with Rabbinate Jews?
Karaism adhered to a more literal interpretation of the bible than that of the Rabbanite Jews (Laker, 1990). The Rabbanites rejected the institution of Jewish oral law as codified in the Mishna and Talmud. 
5. In which area of religious scholarship did Japheth ben Eli excel? 
Japheth Ben Ali presented a contemporary predictive interpretation of the Biblical prophesies, understanding many biblical passages in light of the experience of his own Karaite Community. The long-term impact of His work was vitiated by His use of Arabic and lack of clear Hebrew translation. 
6. In which area of religious life were differences between Karaites and Rabbanites most notable? 
In the classical period, the two forms of alternative Judaism, the Karaite, and Rabbanites had differences in the calendar, dietary laws, liturgy, laws of purity, and personal status (Laker, 1990). 
7. Which popular Jewish holiday do Karaites not observe?
Since Karaites observed only one day of the biblical holidays, even in the diaspora, and their Torah lectionary cycle was from Nisan to Nisan, they did not observe Simhat Torah.
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